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Introduction

Diarrheagenic E. coli (DEC) are a common cause of diarrhoea in humans. They are heavily underdiagnosed in the routine
laboratory due to the difficulty of differentiating them from E. coli of the commensal flora?l.

Therefore we tested a collection of E. coli of different pathotypes characterized as shown below by using a new selective
chromogenic medium developed primarily for screening of shiga toxin-producing E. coli (STEC).
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Conclusion
> ChromAgar STEC Is a useful selective medium for the most prevalent STEC serotypes (026, O104, 0145, O157)
> Few STEC (serogroups O91 and O103) are suppressed in growth
> Some EAEC and EPEC strains also grow as mauve colonies
> ChromAgar STEC Is a helpful tool for STEC screening and may support EAEC and EPEC diagnostics

The ChromAgar medium was provided by MAST Diagnostica. The authors do not have any conflicting interests.
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